TENETIA.                                   85
,np, and iu it, a prisoner, lie detected Morgana. The branches of the trees concealed for a moment two other horsemen who followed the cart; but Cadurcis, to his infinite alarm and mortification, soon recognised Dr. Masham and Peter.
When the gipsies found their leader was captive, they no longer attempted to conceal themselves ; they all came forward, and would have clustered round the cart, had not the riders, as well as those who more immediately guarded the prisoner, prevented them. Morgana spoke some words in a loud voice to the gipsies, and they immediately appeared less agitated ; then turning to Dr. Masham, he said in Eng* lish, ' Behold your child !'
Instantly two gipsy men seized Cadurcis, and led him to the Doctor.
' How now, my lord! ' said the worthy Rector, in a stern voice, cis this your duty to your mother and your friends ?'
Cadurcis looked down, but rather dogged than ashamed.
* Tou have brought an innocent man into great peril/ continued the Doctor.    c This person, no longer a prisoner, has been arrested on suspicion of robbery, and even murder, through your freak.   Morgana, or whatever your name may be, here is some reward for your treatment of this child, and some compensation for your detention.    Mount your .pony, Lord Cadurcis, and return to your home with me.'
4 This is ray home, sir,' said Plantagenet.
* Lord Cadurcis, this childish nonsense must cease; it has already endangered the life of your mother, nor can I answer for her safety, if you lose a moment in returning.'
' Child, you must return,' said Morgana.
' Child!' said Plantagenet, and he walked some steps away, and leant against a tree. t You promised that I should remain/ said he, addressing himself reproachfully to Morgana.
'You are not your own master/said the gipsy; 'your remaining here will o\ sly endanger and disturb us. Fortunately we have nothing to fear from laws we havs naver